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The objective of informing and educating the public about risk issues seems easy to attain in
principle, but, in practice, may be difficult to accomplish. This paper attempts to illustrate
why this is so. To be effective, risk communicators must recognize and overcome a number of
obstacles that have their roots in the limitations of scientific risk assessment and the
idiosyncrasies of the human mind. Doing an adequate job of communicating means finding
comprehensible ways of presenting complex technical material that is clouded by uncertainty
and inherently difficult to understand. The problems may not be insurmountable, however, if
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designers of risk information programs are sensitive to the difficulties.
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To effectively manage ... risk, we must
seek new ways 1o involve the public in the decision-
making process... . They [the public] need to become
involved early, and they need to be informed if their
participation is to be meaningful.”

(William Ruckelshaus, 1983, p. 1028)

Professor of psychology, University of Oregon

Jefferson’s philosophy led him to a more sober E — . .
evaluation: “Easy for him to say. As we have seen, I—I'ngTE " Oregon ResearCh InStItUte /
informing discretion about risk has itself a high risk . .

of failure.® https://www.ori.org/

This paper attempts to illustrate why the goal of
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1. Microbial safety
2. Qver-nutrition

a. Contaminants
b. Natural toxins
c. Ag. chemicals
d. Food additives

| 1. Pesticides
| |2. New food chemicals|
3. Non-microbial safety)
| |4. Familiar hazards
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3. Chemical additives |

a. Fat & cholesterol |

b. Microbial sponlage
¢. Junk foods
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